How Shall We Escape?
1 Cor 6:9-11 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. ESV
Heb 2:3a how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? ESV
______________________________________________________________________

Both of our texts have the distinction of being viewed by some as “negative texts.”  In the first, Paul gives us one of his “lists of sins” and talks about how that such people who do such things and who are such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.  In the second, the writer of Hebrews asks a very pertinent, rhetorical question to which is a somewhat negative answer for he says:

Heb 2:3a how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? ESV
And, of course, the implied answer is “we cannot escape if we neglect such a great salvation as we have been given by God.”  God has provided a great salvation but it is up to us to respond in faith and obey what He has commanded us to do in order to receive what He has provided.  If we neglect such a salvation, then we cannot escape judgment or the wrath that is to come, nevertheless our sins and issues right now.  So, yes, these scriptures highlight the “s” word, sin, which is so unpopular nowadays and so they could be rightfully viewed as negative in tone.

But what are scriptures that stink to the unrepentant sinner, are actually fragrant incense to those who want to be right with God.  To those who want to stay forever bound by sin, these scriptures and any scripture is not one upon which they want to cling.  But to the pure, all things are pure!  And to those who want to come out, this is a life line and a breath of fresh air because it tells us essentially that we can escape.  It tells us how to escape sin and being damned, if we want to be free, for if we neglect such a great salvation we will not escape, then it follows that if we do not neglect it and obey it fully that we shall escape, both sin in this life and its effects in the life to come!  So, although it is a rhetorical question, it is actually a wonderful scripture that is telling us that we can escape and that we can be truly free!   

Paul, in the text in 1 Corinthians, goes a bit further in detailing a list of sins that many people are bound by and yet after listing such a group of binding agents, yet he doesn't stop there but in preaching to the church in Corinth, says:

1 Cor 6:11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. ESV
Note the past tense here for it is correct to the original Greek throughout:  “such were some of you.”  But!  What a glorious little word that is, “But!”  But what?  But God!  And then he lists three things that brought about their deliverance and a two part process that brought it about.  And so he is detailing how we shall escape sin and bondage if we so desire.  How shall we escape?  The answers are here clearly written if we will receive and act upon it!  You don't have to live bound to anything for before God ever asked the question, “how shall we escape?” He had already provided the answer and salvation!  We can escape – Hallelujah!

_________________________________________________

Now let us begin seeking to fully understand our text by turning to the first part of that text in 1 Corinthians, the “negative part” and read it carefully:

1 Cor 6:9-10 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. ESV
As I read through this, there are several things that stand out to me that we should note.  One is that:

We need to be reminded every now and then that it takes righteous living to get to heaven.
There has arisen a notion in modern times among some denominations that once one is saved under grace, that nothing that they can do can ever remove that status of being saved and so there's not need to really read the Bible carefully or live differently in this world.  Paul was not writing to unbelievers when he said, “do you not know?”  He was answering questions about and to the church at Corinth that he had established and that had gone a bit astray.  Apparently one of the ways that they had gone astray is that someone had taught them and they had bought hook, line, and sinker that they could live in sin, after coming to God and be okay.  And Paul took care to remind them, “the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God.”  He did not just say sinners who have never come to Christ, but “unrighteous.”  That applies to those who are unrighteous who are in the church and those who are out.  That applies to those who are unrighteous who profess to be believers and those who do not.  The kingdom of God speaks of God's kingdom which will be established on this earth when Jesus Christ comes back and which the Apostolic church is a first fruits of right now.  The unrighteous will not grasp and receive their rightful inheritance in God in this life nor in the life to come.  Abundant life will elude their grasp as will eternal life.  And this is true for all of the unrighteous.

I am drawn to Paul's comment, “do not be deceived.”  Apparently some in Corinth were deceived.  We know from the first part of this book that these Christians were both Spirit-filled and baptized in the name of Jesus.  In chapter 1 verse 7 we find that God had come into their lives in such a way as that Paul could say, “You are not lacking in any gift.”  That would include, then, the gift of the Holy Ghost!  And then in verses 12 through 16 of that same first chapter we find that they were indeed baptized because they had gotten into foolish arguments over who had baptized them, rather than focusing on the name in which they had been baptized.  Moreover, Paul the Apostle had established this church and taught them and taught them well.  And yet now Paul has to write them in our text and tell them “do not be deceived.”  Apparently, then, it is possible for Spirit-filled, Jesus-Name baptized believers to be deceived into thinking that living righteously is not necessary now they have the Spirit and the Name.  But Paul reminds you that to think that is to be deceived and to deceive yourself!  If you want to be a part of the kingdom of God, you must live righteously!  

As I read this part of the text and Paul's list of sins, I immediately note something else:

What are “big” and “little” sins to us has no distinction with God.
Spirit-filled Christians who are deceived into thinking that sin is okay deceive themselves by this little game that they play:  “well, I don't do that or that, and I don't make a practice or habit of this and this, but this and this is okay.”  It's a simple but needed thought that Paul did not list the sin separate from the person, in other words, he did not say “idolatry” but rather “idolaters.”  I become an idolater when I commit idolatry.  And yet how we justify certain habits by our lack of other sins that we label as “big” and yet those who make a habit of “small sins” are just as guilty in God's eyes and just as bound and unable to escape as those who are taking part of the “big” sins.  This is important because it teaches us that we can never truly escape a sin that we are not convinced of seriousness of.  If you have a sin that is a habit in your life so that you can be called by that sin, then the real root of the problem is that you are not convinced that really that sin is all that bad and harmful and so you allow it to come back in over and over again.  And God cannot deliver you until you realize and admit the seriousness of it!  How many of you, in picking up a box and seeing a cobra snake in it, would keep holding on to it?  And yet our sins – whether we consider them “big” or “small” and particularly our habitual sins that join themselves to us in name – are just as deadly or worse for they can rob us of eternal life!  And yet if you are in the habit of returning to cuddle with the cobra, it is because you have deceived yourself that it is not that deadly.  How can we escape?  We first must be convinced that it takes righteousness to be a part of God's kingdom and that what we are doing is deadly and needs to change!  Nothing will happen until we affirm and agree with this Biblical truth!

And yet, as I read these “negative verses” I cannot help but see something wondrous here and that is that:

God is able to deliver people from any type of sin or bondage!
There are some who would look at their life and their habitual sin and say, “I'm stuck, how can I escape?”  But this verse, by choosing, such a mixture of different types of sins gives us hope because this is what the people of the Corinth church used to be and yet they came out.  If God could deliver them from such things back then, then God can deliver people from such things today!  Look at these sins as a list of hope of what God can bring you out of; don't be deceived, God can help you escape the clutches of any or all of these!

1 Cor 6:9-10 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. ESV
This list is a sampling of what God considers unrighteous.  We would do good to define them to not take for granted that we know what they mean.

Sexually immoral – sexual immorality is sexual sin of any kind outside the plan and parameters of God's Word.  Sexual activity outside of one man and one woman bound by the vows of marriage is sinful by God's definition.  Adultery is on this list too and adultery is specifically the breaking and violation of the vows of marriage by such action.  Sexually immoral, by being separate from this, then refers to those who are not married or activities other than the actual act of adultery.  Such activity that leads up to and does not go all the way with an unmarried person is being sexually immoral.  Such activity with your fiance who is not yet married is being sexually immoral.  Viewing pornography or reading explicit romance novels is being sexually immoral.  The act was created by God just like fire was created by God and both are beautiful and wonderful and not at all a dirty thing when put in their proper place and used for good.  Take a fire and put it in the fireplace or on a stove and it is good and satisfying and a wonderful thing, but take that same fire and put it on the coffee table or couch and it becomes a destructive force that sets things in motion that aren't easily reversed if ever and create havoc and destruction.  So is sexual immorality.  Those who view it as dirty only do so because they have only known it as dirty.  And the sad thing is their first glimpse and impression tends to color their attitude towards it for the rest of their lives.  Those who would say it doesn't matter sadly never know what they missed out on because they never got to see what it should have been before sin destroyed it!  Oh, but God can recreate it as it should be and you can escape such bondage and here He shows you how!  

Idolaters – are those who commit the sin of idolatry.  This is two-fold, for first it refers to anyone who bows and prays to a graven image or statue or picture of anything, including things which are in heaven and God.  God wants to be worshiped directly and not through another!  And to God, bowing before a statue to pray, even of a religious image or picture is just as sinful as sexual immorality!

The other side of this is that idolatry is also putting anything else as priority over God and His Word.  A boyfriend can be your idol; so can a job or career.  A kid could be an idol or  a friend or a dream.  Oh, how some Christians tend to forget about this side of idolatry but again the good news is that you can be delivered!  You can escape from either kind!

Men who practice homosexuality – to be clear just in case they ever legalized same-sex marriage, Paul put this in here.  This is the word of God and this is truth.  It means what it says.  Actually the Greek is even more specific as my ESV has a footnote to this phrase that says, “The two Greek terms translated by this phrase refer to the passive and active partners in consensual homosexual acts.”  And they are correct.  One of the phrases denotes the passive partner and the term means “effeminate.”  For a man or woman to be homosexual is a sin against God and so is for a man to be effeminate or a woman to act or dress butch.  Such are things of bondage that people get bound to, but you can escape!

There is “a sin unto death” that John elsewhere tells us that if a person is bound by it, that we might as well not pray for them.  That sin, is “blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.”  It's not homosexuality.  The homosexual was not born that way but because of various reason and things in their life, chose that lifestyle and deceived themselves into thinking that they must be that way.  Only if they want to stay that way!  You can escape because Paul was able to tell the Corinth church, “such were some of you!”  Were – not are!  He's going to tell you how to escape!

Thieves – refers to those who take what does not rightfully belong to them.  This can refer to literally stealing where you take something into your possession that was not yours and for which you were not given, this can refer to intellectual property where you burn an album for all of your friends that they did not pay for and that the original artist received no remuneration, and this can take the form of stealing what belongs to God when you withhold tithes and offering.  Those who always “struggle” to faithfully pay tithes and offering, really the issue is that they have deceived themselves into thinking that it is less of an issue than it really is!  But you can escape being a thief – if you want to!

Greedy – The term can also be translated as “covetous.”  Greed is the attitude of never having enough of never being satisfied and always desiring more that you have and never being satisfied.  Covetous means always driven by desiring what you don't have.  This is in the same sentence with homosexual acts, adultery, and idolatry – why is it getting quiet?

To be content with godliness is great gain.  That's a scripture that you ought to memorize.  Some of you are always broke because you have a greed problem, not a money problem.  And some of you are unhappy because you have a covetous spirit that keeps you from ever enjoying what you already have.  We don't talk much about this sin in church, but we should for there is no more common sin found among God's people than this.  There's nothing wrong with having nice things, if you can afford it and still provide for your family and give God His due.  And yet how unhappy some of you are and it wouldn't change if you had a million dollars because the real problem is that you are bound from chains of greed from which you need God to deliver you from.  There will always be something that someone has that you don't have.  There will always be something new.  There will always be someone both poorer and richer than you; more blessed and less fortunate.  Why don't you take the time to start enjoying fully and make the most of what God has already given you and stop living your life robbing Peter to pay Paul for what you don't have yet?  Greedy people are a part of the unrighteousness that will keep people out of the kingdom of God.  It's just as bad a sin as homosexuality in the sense that both bind people and rob them of abundant life down here and eternal life up there!  And so is this sin:

Drunkards – the Greek word refers to intoxication by drink or other means.  It means to get tipsy or to be “under the influence.”  The sin of drunkenness is the sin of needing alcohol or drugs to escape.  It is the sin that you need it to relax and have a good time and that you cannot live without it.  Drunkenness, which is to say intoxication begins at the first sip and it is a snare that Jesus said would multiply in the last days and keep men from being ready for His return.  It's a big deal to participate in this because you identify yourself with a lifestyle that ensnares people and engage in behavior that separates you from ever being a real witness for Christ and that will miss the kingdom of God.  

I can give you hundreds of scriptures on the dangers of strong drink.  In the Old Testament, people drank alcoholic beverages but the Bible always shows a negative result alongside of it.  In the New Testament we are to “not be drunk with wine... but be filled with the Holy Spirit.”  If you really have the Holy Spirit living inside of you as you should, you will not turn to drink and you won't need it.  Instead of having to always try to escape your life, why don't you let Jesus free you from it and give you a life that you'll want to stay awake and sober for?  

Again, I'm reminded that people only struggle with the sins that they have deceived themselves into thinking is no big deal.  I know some people who struggle with intoxication and who would never struggle with homosexual acts.  And yet both are on the same lists and just as serious to God.  That same person says, “well I only drink a little.”  But they would never just kiss on another guy a little or hold another guy's hand!  Because one is the precursor that leads to the other and the scriptures don't give us guidelines where one becomes the other.  Therefore I not only do not commit homosexual acts, but I also don't kiss, try to date, or touch other men in any sort of romantic way.  And I'm careful which way I'm facing when I walk by certain people.  I'm not going to go to a homosexual bar or hangout, and I'm not going to act effeminate or even joke about it.  In the same manner, I don't drink alcoholic beverages – not even one sip – because I want to inherit the kingdom of God!  I don't go bars and clubs where the only point is to drink them, and I hang out with people that do and glamorize it.  It's the same with every other sin on this list:  if you don't want to commit adultery, you don't do the things that lead up to adultery.  The truth is you need deliverance from what is a sin, and God can help you!  You can escape!

Revilers – The term in the Greek means “to abuse verbally.”  It can be translated as “slanderers” and to slander is to speak evil and negatively of other people in a way that injurious to them and to their reputation.  Again, right in the midst of homosexual behavior and drunkenness is greedy and revilers.  To God they're just as bad.  In fact, he hates those who sow discord among the brethren.  

We can deceive ourselves into thinking that we're not committing a big sin with our mouth, but the only way that you will truly know is to be honest with yourself.  Some of you would do well to record yourself when you are talking and go back and listen to what you say.  There are some that I know that if they were to say a positive word about anyone without disclaimer or a wink, that everyone in the room would faint!  We need to make some people faint!  

Swindlers – literally, “those who cheat people.”  You swindle when you take advantage of people financially and by “getting a deal” when you know that you are being deceitful doing so.  It's okay to get a bargain, but it becomes a sin when you don't care how really it's getting to you so that you are getting a deal and you don't care who is harmed or hurt in the process, or if the person selling it to you had to sin in order to get you the deal.  When you participate in such things, you are a swindler.

In my business dealings, I would rather not have as much profit and be viewed in a positive light and moral than to get a little more and be known as a crook or a swindler.  Because what you do reflects upon God and His kingdom that you claim to be a part of and He will call you into account one day.  God blesses those who in their dealings with people and in business do things right and honest.  Who do not “forget” about heir debts nor “wink” at people who are doing things sinfully so that they can catch a break.  If you want to go to heaven, then you'd better escape from such things for they will bind you to this earth when the Lord comes back!  

_________________________________________________

“Okay, Okay, so enough of the negative:  you've been telling us that we can escape, preacher so how do we do it?”  How shall we escape these things?  Well, you need to be saved from them, of course.  And Paul doesn't hide it from us:   

1 Cor 6:11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. ESV
Three things happened to them when they enacted two things.  Did you catch that?  Three things took place that caused them to be able to escape and that delivered them from these things.  And those three things came along with two things that caused it to happen.  

The three things are that they were washed, sanctified, and justified.  The two things that brought about these three things were that they got them “in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.”  Let us not close without understanding the means of escape just as well as the bondage:

Washed – the imagery is that of dirty and in need of cleansing.  These things that we just went over are all things that bring corruption and blemishes to the soul of man and him unfit to enter into the kingdom of God.  If you're going to go to His table and spend eternity with Him and eat at His supper, you've got to change clothes and wash up!  You've got to change into a new garment, one that is white as snow because it's been washed in the blood of the Lamb!  Spiritually you are dirty and crusty and you need to be washed!

Sanctified – the root words of saint, sanctified, and holy are all the same in the Biblical languages and they all mean the same thing, “to be set apart.”  In order to be free from these sins, they needed to be removed from the sins and set apart as different and marked as separate from the rest of the world.  They must come out from the world's kingdom and way of thinking and into a righteous way of thinking.  

The world today has hijacked this word, “saint” which means “one who is sanctified” and the Catholic church has caused people to believe that it only refers to a select group of nuns and priests who are sainted by the pope.  Hogwash!  A pope cannot sanctify anybody and neither can I – only God, the holy one can set people apart!  And you'd better be a saint of the most high God, set apart and sanctified or you aren't going to heaven because nothing that is common or sinful will enter in there.  Sanctification is not something that happens after you're dead, but something that had better happen while you are living!  

Justified – Justification is a legal term that means “to be made in right standing with.”  The opposite of justify is “condemn.”  Condemnation is the opposite of justification.  To justify means that God says, “you're guilty, but I pronounce you clean and innocent therefore you don't have to pay the price of your guilt.”  To be condemned means that you will pay the full price of your guilt.  To escape, you need God's mercy and grace and you need to be washed, sanctified, and justified!

How do these three things come about?  Through two key things:  in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.  That is how the Corinthians escaped and were delivered from their sinful pasts and these things.  The “Name of the Lord Jesus Christ” refers to water baptism that we already read in the book that they had done and the name being called over them.  “The Spirit of God” refers to the Holy Spirit infilling them and coming to dwell on the inside.  We can know this because it matches the rest of scriptural teaching.  We are baptized to “wash away our sins, calling on the name of the Lord!” (Acts 22:16)  We are “sanctified by the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:16)  When a person is baptized in the name of Jesus Christ and then believes and received the Holy Spirit, there is a washing that is going on – the blood of Jesus is washing their spiritual man and spiritual garment in water baptism and the mind and motives are being washed by the Holy Ghost in the spiritual baptism.  When someone is taking on the name of Jesus Christ and receiving His Spirit, they are being sanctified for they are being set apart and marked as no longer ordinary, but as belonging to Him and having the spiritual circumcision of being buried with Christ and having their bodies become a temple of the Holy Spirit.  They will never be like the majority in this world again and they are set apart and distinct for His kingdom and His service and in coming into His kingdom, they are taking out of that kingdom and delivered from its bondage and its sins!  When a person is baptized in the name of Jesus and filled with the Spirit, they are being justified by God and are declared in right standing with Him!  They are guilty, but they are declared not having to reap the full result of their guilt!  The charges are dropped in the water and the power to live a different life comes in with the Spirit.  They have escaped!  All of that old stuff becomes what they used to be and not what they currently are.  Such were some of you, but you have been washed, sanctified, and justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of God!  How shall we escape?  We escape according to how Paul told us to!  

____________________________________________

The scripture is this:

Heb 2:3a how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? ESV
The great tragedy is that God would have provided deliverance such as this and yet it be unused and unheeded because of neglect.  Because you neglected to get baptized and receive the Holy Spirit that has already been poured out.  How shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation?  We shall not, but we still have time!  It's time to escape!

And the other great tragedy is that those who have been baptized in the Name of the Lord God would have by neglect of repentance and living righteously and through self deception that returning to their sin really isn't a big deal would have taken the name of the Lord in baptism in vain!  That those who have received His Spirit that can wash, justify, and sanctify would not allow the Spirit to speak and work in them and so return to their filth.  That those who had received the blood of the Lamb properly applied tot heir lives, would not allow it to cleanse and justify them and help them to live right and by neglecting the great salvation given to them, be lost!  What a horrible thing to have the keys to your deliverance ever present and ignore them to stay bound!  

How shall we escape?  We do so by obeying His Word so that the blood of Jesus and the Spirit of God have full reign in our lives and living that way!  You can come out!  You can escape!  Whatever you do, today, escape!
